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CATARACT SURGERY LUNCH & LEARN
Wednesday, June 1st at Noon

LASIK OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, June 9th at 6pm

Hosted by Michael J. Endl MD
Doors open at 11:30 am

Presentation 12 noon - 1 pm
Bring a friend or your spouse

Hear all the options
Get your questions answered

Laser-vs-traditional procedures discussed
Enjoy lunch on us!

Old Fort Niagara
Presents

Soldiers through
 the Ages

May 28-29, 2022

400 years of military history
Special exhibits and 

living history demonstrations

Fun for the whole family

Learn more
(716) 745-7611

www.oldfortniagara.org

Fort Hours: 
Memorial Day through Labor Day 2022

7 days per week 10:00am – 4:00pm

Ortt honors Sutherland with hall of fame nomination
Earlier this week, New York 

State Senate Minority Leader Rob 
Ortt was able to recognize and hon-
or his nominee for the 2022 New 
York State Senate Veterans’ Hall of 
Fame, Col. Bruce R. Sutherland. 
The family of Sutherland, who was 
honored posthumously, received 
the award from Ortt’s offi ce at 
the fi rst Col. Bruce R. Sutherland 
Memorial Golf Tournament held 
at Niagara Frontier Golf Club – a 
local favorite of Sutherland’s. 

The tournament, which hosted 
more than 140 golfers, was held 
in Bruce’s memory and was also 
used as a fundraiser for two of his 
favorite organizations: the Histor-
ical Association of Lewiston and 
the VFW scholarship fund. 

“Not only is Col. Sutherland 
an American hero with a distin-
guished record of service in our 
nation’s Air Force, but he was also 
a Lewiston icon who was beloved 
by residents throughout the en-
tire village,” Ortt said. “After his 
time in the military came to an 
end, his service did not stop, and 
he never stopped giving back to 
the community he loved so much. 
I could not think of a more de-
serving individual as my nomina-
tion for the New York State Sen-

ate Veterans’ Hall of Fame. While 
we will all miss Col. Sutherland 
and what he did for our commu-
nity, his legacy and memory will 
live on forever.”

Sutherland, a Vietnam veteran, 
spent much of his 26-year Air 
Force career traveling throughout 
the world, with service in South-
east Asia and Central America, 
before being stationed in Califor-
nia. Once there, he would train in 
fl ying B-52 bombers as part of a 
nuclear threat response unit with 
the Tactical Strategic Air Com-
mand. His military service culmi-
nated in his promotion to colonel 
and his appointment as wing com-
mander at Dyess Air Force base 
in Abilene, Texas, which is part of 
the Global Strike Command. After 
his 26 years in the U.S. Air Force, 
Sutherland would go on to be-
come a captain for a major airline. 

Sutherland and his family re-
turned to his hometown of Lew-
iston, where he had the distinc-
tion of being the highest-ranking 
military veteran in Lewiston his-
tory. He served the community 
for several years, becoming a 
leading advocate for the restora-
tion of the Frontier House – Lew-
iston’s most cherished histori-

cal landmark – and an admired 
and respected spokesperson for 
those he represented. He be-
came active with several civic 
organizations, including VFW 
Downriver Post  7487 and the 
Lewiston Public Library, where 

he served as president of their 
respective boards of trustees. In 
2011, he was elected by his fel-
low citizens as a Village of Lew-
iston trustee. He was appointed 
to the position of deputy mayor.

Just some of Sutherland’s com-

mendations include the Air Force 
Commendation Medal, Aerial 
Achievement Medal, Air Medal, 
Meritorious Service Medal, De-
fense Meritorious Service Medal 
and the National Defense Service 
Medal.

The family of Col. Bruce R. Sutherland receives a senate proclamation and the 2022 Veterans’ Hall of Fame nomination 
from New York State Sen. Robert G. Ortt at the fi rst Bruce R. Sutherland Memorial Golf Tournament. (Submitted photo)
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